Climate Change and Sentinel Monitoring Workgroup Meeting Summary
September 11 2024, 10-12PM
Teams Meeting (Link in Meeting Invite)

Attendees

Samarra Scantlebury, NYSDEC (Co-Chair), Kathleen Knight, CTDEEP (Co-Chair), James Ammerman (NEIWPCC),
Juliana Barrett (CT Seagrant), Sarah Crosby (Norwalk Maritime Aquarium), Sarah Schaefer-Brown (NY Seagrant),
Sarah Schechter(CT Seagrant), Melissa DeFrancesco, Gregory P. Dietl(Cornell), Alex Dumont (NEIWPCC),
Melissa Duvall (EPA), Richard Friesner(NEIWPCC), Elizabeth Hornstein (CT Seagrant) Madeline Kollegger
(UCONN), Jiayu Liu (NYCDEP), Jackie Motyka (NERACOOQS), James O'Donnell (UCONN), Matthew Pruden
(Cornell), Ron Rozsa (retired DEEP), Paul Stacey (Footprints In The Water), Maria Tzortziou (CCNY-CUNY), Penny
Vlahos (UCONN)

Introduction

Samarra Scantlebury called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM. Samarra provided an overview of
the Climate Change and Sentinel Monitoring Work Group’s (CCSM) purpose and, the agenda and goals for the
meeting.

Samarra shared a brief recap of the last meeting, which was focused on climate related impacts for shellfish.

Workgroup Review of the Draft Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan (CCMP)

Kate introduced the draft CCMP Objectives and the actions associated with each. The purpose of
today’s review was to evaluate the objectives and actions relative to climate impacts to assess if:

1. Climate change will inhibit our ability to progress to these objectives

2. Evaluate if there are gaps in the actions relative to climate impacts.
The uses of these were noted as three potential avenues, short term workplan objectives, revisions or
enhanced focus in the revised sentinel monitoring strategy or recommended edits to the CCMP draft.
This discussion resulted in three overarching comments and detailed review of potential impacts and
gaps to the objectives in the revised CCMP.

Overarching comments:

1. Penny Vlahos suggested the team consolidate this feedback into a letter to the management
committee, much like the CAC and STAC does. Co-chairs indicated if team agreed this could be
done. There was agreement noted and no disagreement to that approach. Co-Chairs then
committed to sharing a draft letter to be sent to the management committee.

2. Paul Stacey also noted that climate should be reviewed as whole system and not as an isolated
parameter and that it is important to tell the story of where it has been as well. General
agreement with this statement and others noted that there are varied climate impacts that will
impact things like predation rates by introducing new species or changing reproductive timing
etc.

The Long Island Sound Study is a cooperative Federal/state Management Conference researching and addressing the priority environmental problems
of the Sound identified in the Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan. The Management Committee provides support to the Management
Conference partners in implementing the Plan.
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3. The recommendation was made to update the programs Climate Risk Assessment and to do so
in parallel with updating the Climate Change and Sentinel Monitoring strategy, to align the risk
with risk monitoring. The group noted the original Climate Risk Assessment was a review of a
2015 report that was done as on a regional scale and since the development of this we have
alot more data to make local risk evaluations to better aide decision making in the program. Jim
O’Donnell noted that for things like temperature thresholds are much more important, for
example for lobster it wouldn’t matter if it is 18 or 19 but if it were 20 then they could not
survive, so tracking the known thresholds and how many times we see that value in a given
year might be more important.

Detailed discussion:

The team utilized three methods of collecting feedback the teams chat, verbal and participation on a
team white board. All of those thoughts and ideas where consolidated into the graphics below and
archived in this live link.
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